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WHAT NOW?

Matt. 28:16-20

1.
Jesus calls us apart for a special purpose. Matt. 28:16; 6:33; Eph. 2:8-10; 1:18-19; 1 Cor. 1:26-29; Phil. 3:14; Col. 3:1-4
calling = klesis = an invitation, esp. used of the divine call to partake of the blessings of redemption

2.
An encounter with Jesus should result in worship . . . for the rest of our lives.  Matt. 28:17; 6:24; Rom. 12:1; Jos. 24:15; 2 Cor. 5:14-15
worshiped = proskuneo = (meaning to kiss, like a dog licking his master's hand); to fawn or crouch to, i.e. prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore) 

doubtful = distazo =  to duplicate, i.e. (mental) to waver (in opinion) 

3.
Jesus meets us where we are and continues to seek an intimate relationship with us. How we respond determines the course of our lives. Matt. 28:18a; 2 Cor. 11:2-3; Jas. 4:4-5; John 21:9-11, 15-17; Jer. 29:11-13

devotion (Web.) = loyalty, deep affection, wholeness of heart
4.
Jesus’ authority backs up all that we are called to do in His name. Matt. 28:18b;


Eph. 1:19-23; 2:6; 3:20-21; Phil. 2:9-11; 2 Cor. 4:7

authority = exousia = (in the sense of ability);  privilege, i.e. force, capacity, competency, freedom, or  mastery; delegated influence:  authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, right, strength

5.
Jesus calls and empowers us to go and make disciples. Matt. 28:19; Acts 17:26; 1:8; 2 Tim. 2:2; Zech. 4:6


go = poreuomai = traverse, travel, live

make disciples = matheteuo = to become a pupil, learner; i.e. enroll as scholar, instruct, teach
6.
Jesus uses us to make disciples by emphasizing and exhibiting the fruits of a personal relationship with Him. Matt. 28:19b; Phil. 1:21; Rom. 8:28-29; Col. 1:27;


2 Cor. 2:14-15; John 15:1-5


baptizing = baptizo = to make wet, fully whelmed; to dip, as cloth into dye; to be identified with

glory = doxa = to manifest, give an estimation of; hence, praise, honor, glory

7.
Jesus uses us to make disciples by emphasizing the blessings of obedience/total devotion through our lives.  Matt. 28:20a
; 1 Pe. 1:22; 2 Cor. 3:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:19; Phil. 2:12-13

8.
We can go and make disciples because Jesus is always with us doing the work.

Matt. 28:20b; Heb. 13:5-6; Phil. 4:13; 2 Cor. 3:5-6

adequate = hikanos = competent (as if coming in season), i.e. ample (in amount) or fit (in character); ability, sufficiency

REFLECTION AND APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1.
Do I understand Jesus called me, not only to save me but also to be displayed in and through me? Do I continue to say “yes” to His calling?

2.
Do I view Jesus as Lord and Master of my life? Do I choose daily to worship Him by living for Him, or am I going back and forth between living for Him and the world/self?

3.
Is intimacy with Jesus the highest priority of my life? Will I ask Him today how I can go deeper with Him? Will I rely on Him and respond to Him as He seeks to draw me closer to Him?

4.
Do I rely on Jesus’ authority and power in fulfilling His calling on my life? Do I allow the Holy Spirit to lead me and empower me in my calling, or am I trying to do things on my own?

5.
Am I concerned about and dedicated to making disciples for Jesus? Am I relying on the power of the Holy Spirit to move through me in doing so? 

6.
Can others tell I have a personal, intimate relationship with Jesus? Am I so rooted in Christ that His fruit can be seen in my life? Am I abiding in Jesus?

7.
Am I obeying Jesus so that others can see the blessings of following Him? Am I teaching others to live as Jesus instructs—through my words and life example? Am I presenting and defending the value of the gospel through my life?

8.
Will I surrender my life to go and make disciples, knowing Jesus will be with me always to do the work through me? Will I live for Jesus, relying on His strength, until He calls me home?
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